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The Image Creation of Songtsen Gampo in the Pillar Testament

Yangmotso
(Associate Professor and MA supervisor at the Institute of Tibetan Studies, Minzu University of China)

Abstract: From the ninth century, with the prevalence of the Avalokite§vara cultand the introduction of Tantric
literature into Tibet, Tibetan historiography underwent a major shift, exerting influence on the historical perspective
and historical representation of Tibetan historiography of later periods. One of the representative texts of that period
is the classic treasure literature, the Pillar Testament, which is said to have been discovered by Atisa at the Jokhang
temple. The article focuses on the issues concerning the image creation of Songtsen Gampo in the Pillar Testament,
analyzes its special identity construction mode in which his dual identities as a king and a bodhisattva are integrated.
The Pillar Testament is the most important and extensive text which tells the story of Songtsen Gampo’s introduction
of Buddhism. This study mainly analyzes how the authors of the Pillar Testament, based on the social, historical
and cultural background of the 11th and 14th centuries, integrated biographical discourse, royal history, and Buddhist
thoughts into Songtsen Gampo’s life writing, to construct a new Bodhisattva status and Buddhist identity for him. By
focusing on analyzing the important life stories of Songtsen Gampo, such as his birth, accession, wedding, and death,
as well as the spatial production related to the ancient city Lhasa, this article elaborates on the role of these episodes in
integrating Bodhisattva and human, individuals and collectives, Buddhist educational theories and Songtsen Gampo’s
life story. It attempts to understand the logic and characteristics of image creation of Songtsen Gampo by the the Pillar
Testament as a whole.

Key words: Pillar Testament, Songtsen Gampo, Image Creation
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